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List of Solo Exhibitions 2020-2022 
 

1) Debated Narrative, Solo Exhibition, Interactive Multimedia Installation, Engage Project, Chicago, IL.  
September 10- October 15, 2022  
 
1.1) Images of the Artwork and Exhibition  
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1.2) Press Release  
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1.3) Printed and Online Review of the Exhibition  
 

Farah Abdessamad, No Narrative to Debate: Artist Raheleh Filsoofi Knows Iran, Clay, and Migration, Observer, 
September 19, 2022. 26. 

https://observer.com/2022/09/no-narrative-to-debate-artist-raheleh-filsoofi-knows-iran-clay-and-migration/ 
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2) Artifacting, Solo Exhibition, Video and Ceramic Objects, Unrequired Leisure Gallery, Nashville, TN. 
Mary 7- 28, 2022 
 
2.1) Images of the Artwork and Exhibition  
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2.2) Press Release 
 

 

-For Immediate Release 
 
Raheleh Filsoofi 

Artifacting 
 
Exhibition Dates 
May 7-28, 2022 
 
First Saturday Opening Reception: 
May 7, 2022, from 5-8pm  
Gallery Hours during the exhibition:  
Saturdays 11-6pm and by appointment 
 

 
Raheleh Filsoofi, BITE, Performance video with ceramic objects, 2021. 

 
 
ABOUT THE EXHIBITION: 
Unrequited Leisure is excited to announce the opening of our May exhibition, Artifacting, a solo 
exhibition by Raheleh Filsoofi. The exhibition opens May 7, 2022, during the First Saturday WeHo 
Arts Crawl with an Artist Reception from 5-8pm.  
 
In the context of digital media, the term “artifacting” refers to a noticeable distortion within a video file, 
brought on by an extrinsic agent, an act of compression. Performing as this change agent, Filsoofi 
offers her body as a tool of compression, leaving a pattern of bite marks along the edge of a series of 
unfired clay plates. Form, pattern, and function are captured as she sinks her teeth into the clay an 
artifact from when her body and spirit were borderless.  
 
For this exhibition, Filsoofi’s performance will be presented as an installation within the gallery, pairing 
her video work with the clay objects produced, embodying a sense of time that references past, 
present, and future.  
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2.3) Printed and Online Review of the Exhibition  

Joe Nolan, Raheleh Filsoofi’s Sculpture and Video Installation Is a Meditative Mouthful, Nashville Scene, May 26, 
2022. 30.  
https://www.nashvillescene.com/arts_culture/visualart/raheleh-filsoofi-s-sculpture-and-video-installation-is-a-
meditative-mouthful/article_69ee0940-dc5c-11ec-a9f6-87ce48d195ba.html 
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3) Listening: The Fourth String, Two Person Exhibition, Interactive Multimedia Installations and 
Performance, The New Gallery, The Department of Art + Design, Austin Peay State University, 
Clarksville, TN. February 21 – March 25, 2022 

¨ I received Tennessee Art Commission Grant for this project.  
 
3.1) Poster  
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3.2) Images of the Exhibition and Performances 
 

   
 

   
 

 
An Installation – Artists as Witnesses: Over 40 Middle Eastern musicians around the world participated and contributed their knowledge and expertise in supporting our endeavor to recognize the 

importance of Middle Eastern music.   
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3.3) Press Release and Other Advertisements 
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3.4) Catalogue – Coming out by December 20, 2023    
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3.4.1) Essay in the Catalogue by Dr. Jordan Amirkhani: Curator and Writer  
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4) Intersection, Two Person Exhibition, The Engage Project, Chicago, IL. 
December 10, 2021 – January 22, 2022 
 

4.1) Images of the Artwork and Exhibition  
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4.2) Press Release  
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4.3) The Season’s Highlights: Fall 2022 by Chicago Gallery News 
https://www.chicagogallerynews.com/news/2022/8/the-season-s-highlights 
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Selected Group Exhibitions 2020-2022 
 

1) Bite, Live Performance, at Arrowmont Auditorium, Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts, Gatlinburg, TN 
and Virtual at the Group Exhibition Between Lands, at the Southern Exposure Gallery in San Francisco, 
CA. May 14 – June 18, 2022  
 

1.1) Live performance was given at the Arrowmont Auditorium, Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts in Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee, and was projected at the same time in the Southern Exposure Gallery in San Francisco as part of an exhibition 
called Between the Land on May 14, 2022.  
 

        
Virtual performance at the opening of the Between Lands exhibition at the Southern Exposure Gallery in San Francisco, CA              In person performance at Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts, Gatlinburg, TN 

 

                                             
Audience participation in the performance, Arrowmont School of Arts and Craft 

 
1.2) Press Release and Promotional Materials  
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2) Odyssey, Video, in The Future is Female Group Exhibition, Curated by Alice Gray Stites, 21c Museum 
Hotel, Nashville, TN. June 2022 – July 2022 

https://www.21cmuseumhotels.com/museum/exhibit/the-future-is-female/ 
 
2.1) Poster and Promotional Materials  

 

   
 
 
2.2) Still Images of the Video Presented in the Exhibition  
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3) Bite, Ceramic Objects and Single Channel Video in, 2022 NCECA Annual – Belonging, Curated by 
Angelik Vizcarrondo Laboy, The Crocker Museum, Sacramento, CA.  

              February 20, 2022 – May 08, 2022  
 

3.1) Catalogue  
NCECA Exhibition Catalogue, Belonging: 2022 NCECA Exhibition Catalogue, Published by National Council on 
Education for the Ceramic Arts, 2022. 32-33. 
 

                       
 
3.2) Mentioned in NCECA YouTube Channel 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i64-9-gX75c&t=1844s 
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4) A Transient's Paradox, Ceramic Objects, Wire, Sound and Single Channel Video in Group Exhibition 
Fragile Earth, Curated by Angelik Vizcarrondo Laboy, The Grounds for Sculpture Museum, Hamilton, 
NJ. May 22, 2022 – January 8, 2023 
 

4.1) Images of the Artwork and Exhibition  
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  Still images of the video part of the installation 

 
 
4.2) Press Release  
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5) Learning the Ropes, Three Channel Video Installation in Fail Group Exhibition, Curated by Anthony 
Spinello, The Contemporary Arts Center, New Orleans, LA. March 12 – June 19, 2022 

 
5.1) Still Images of the Videos Presented in the Exhibition    
 

          
 
5.2) Press Release and Information on the Exhibition  
https://cacno.org/news/cac-fail-announcement 
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6) As the 2021 Southern Prize and State Fellowship Recipient Exhibition, The Inh(a/i)bited Space and 
Imagined Boundaries – Episode 2 (Alert; Miscommunication), Multimedia and Interactive installations 
were in a travelling exhibition from 2021- Fall 2022 in the following locations:  
The Bo Bartlett Center, Columbus, GA  
The Harvey B. Gantt Center for African American Arts + Culture, Charlotte, NC 
Art Gallery, University of Central Florida, Orlando, FL 
701 Center for Contemporary Art, Columbia, SC 
 

6.1) Images of the Artworks and Exhibitions 
 

       
        #1 Asymmetrical Despondency, Interactive Multimedia Installation                #2 Imagined Boundaries – Episode 2 (Alert; Miscommunication), Video installation  

 

   
#3 The Inh(a/i)bited Space, Multimedia Installation 
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6.2) Selected Presse Releases  
 
https://newsonline.library.vanderbilt.edu/2021/10/sympathetic-magic-objects-of-faith-healing-and-
transformation/ 
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6.3) Catalogue – work mentioned in the essay by the curator and writer Wim Roefs  
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7) Bite, Ceramic Objects and Single Channel Video in the Objects of Faith, Healing and Transformation 
Group Exhibition, Curated by Emily Weiner, The Fine Art Gallery at Vanderbilt University, Nashville, 
TN. August 26, 2021- January 30, 2022.  
 

7.1) Poster 
https://newsonline.library.vanderbilt.edu/2021/10/sympathetic-magic-objects-of-faith-healing-and-
transformation/ 

 
 

7.2) Images of the Artworks and Exhibition 
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8) Group Exhibition by Invitation, Halal #1, Ceramics, and Light in Women Working with Clay, Curated 
by Donna Polseno, Eleanor D. Wilson Museum, Roanoke, VA.  
 

8.1) Image of the Artwork 
 

         
 
 

8.2) Catalogue  
Women Working with Clay: Ten Years of Telling Story, Catalogue, Published by the Eleanor D. Wilson 
Museum at Hollins University, Roanoke, VI.  
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9) Imagined Boundaries, Multimedia Installation in Tenacity Group Exhibition, Curated by Judy Barie, 
Strohl Art Center, Chautauqua, NY. July 4 – August 24, 2021 

 
9.1) Image of the Artwork and Promotional Materials  
 

 
 
 
9.2) Exhibition Online and Printed Review  
https://chqdaily.com/2021/07/a-creative-force-tenacity-honors-contemporary-female-visual-artists-paying-
tribute-to-100-years-since-ratification-of-19th-amendment/ 
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10) Halal #2, Installation in Zieher Collective Group Exhibition, Curated by Zieher Smith, Virgin Hotel, 
Nashville, TN. November 22, 2020 – December 13, 2020.  

 
10.1) Image of the Artwork 
 

   
 

 
10.2) Promotional Materials  
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Selected Awards and Honors 2020-2022 
 

1) 2021 Southern Prize Tennessee State Fellowship, Atlanta, GA 
 

 
  

2) NCECA Helene Zucker Seeman Curatorial, Research, and Critical Writing Fellowship for Women, The 
National Council on Education for the Ceramic Arts (NCECA) 2021.  
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3) The Steinert Family Dean’s Faculty Fellowship in Race, Racial Justice, or Social Justice for 2022-2024, 
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN, USA. Award Period: August 2022 – August 2024. 

 
 

4) Faculty Seeding Success Grant, Office of Provost, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN. Award Period: 
August 2021 – May 2023. 
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5) Finalists for the Following Awards and 
Fellowships 

5.1) Joan Mitchell (did not receive)  
5.2) 1858 Prize for Contemporary Southern Art (under 
review) 
5.3) Nancy Grave (under review)   
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Selected Talks, Lectures and Panels 2020-2022 
 

1) Artist Lecture, Listening: The Fourth String, Department of Art and Design, Austin Peay State University, 
Clarksville, TN. March 24, 2022, at 6:00 P.M.  

 
2) Gallery Talk, In Conversation with Curator Mickael Dickins and Musician Reza Filsoofi, The New Gallery, 

Department of Art and Design, Austin Peay State University, Clarksville, TN. March 24, 2022, at 12:30 
P.M. 

 
 

            
 
 

3) Panelist, Ceramics in the Realm of Social Practice Art, Artists Round Table and Students Workshop, Center 
for the Latin America Arts, University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, McAllen, TX. March 2022. 
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4) Artist Lecture, The Intersection of Transient and Permanent (Online Presentation), Department of Art 
and Art History, Oakland University, Rochester, MI. 2021 

 

 
 

5) Panelist, Artist Panel Discussion, Part of “Sympathetic Magic” Exhibition, Cohen Hall, Fine Art Gallery, 
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN. 2021 
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6) Artist Lecture, (Virtual Event), Department of Art, Columbus State University, Columbus, GA. 2021 
 

 
 
 

7) Artist Lecture, Process as Artistic Evolution, Virtual Art Salons Lecture Series, Elle Schorr Art Salons in 
Conjunction with the Armory Art Center, West Palm Beach, FL, USA. 2021 
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8) Conversation, 3 Works: Raheleh Filsoofi, In Conversation with Curator Sequoia Miller (Virtual Event), 
Gardiner Museum, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 2021 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkPkVV8WueU&t=485s 
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9) Keynote Speaker, Women Potters in Iran, Tradition, Authenticity, Contemporaneity and Gender, 

Women Working with Clay Symposium, Hollins University, Roanoke, VA. 2021 
 

10) Panelist, Celebrating Legacy and Mentorship of Women Ceramic Artists, Women Working with Clay 
Symposium, Hollins University, Roanoke, VA. 2021 

 

   
 
 

11) Moderator & Panelist, Strategies for Bridging Identity and Politics in Clay Communities, 2021 Virtual 
NCECA Conference: Rivers, Reflections, Reinventions. 2021 
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Journal Publication 
 

1) Raheleh Filsoofi, Strategies for Bridging Identity and Politics in Clay Communities”, NCECA Journal 42, 
March 2021. 189. 
 

          
 

Residency 2020-2022 
 

1) The Loghaven Artist Residency, Knoxville, TN. Summer 2022 
2) The Pentaculum, Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts, Gatlinburg, TN. Summer 2022 
3) The Chautauqua School of Art Summer Residency, Chautauqua, NY, USA. 
 

                     
 

                                
                                        Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts                                                                         The Chautauqua School of Art Summer Residency 
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Current Research  
 

1) The Resonance of the Land: Investigating Clay’s Musicality through Technology  
I am currently testing various clay bodies using the 3D printer to create a series of darbukas – Through this 
experiment I become familiar with the process, forms, and function of each vessel before the production of the 
final project.  
 

       
Recent sample  

 
2) Genesis of a New Technique: Argillotype (Dust painting):  
Halal/Haram 
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Upcoming Events (Confirmed)  
 

1) Sharjah Biennial 15: ‘The Thinking Historically in the Present’, February 7 – June 2023  
 

 
 

1. ‘A Collective Chorus’, EADJ Panel Participation In-Person Panel Discussion Location – TBD March 1, 
2023 - 10am – 12:00pm 
 

2) Listening: The Fourth String Performance, EADJ, Blair School of Art, Location – TBD March 1-6, 2023 
 

3) Diphtheria, Chute Space at ATL Contemporary, Atlanta, GA. January 27-March 19, 2023 
 

4) McDowell Residency, Peterborough, New Hampshire, Summer 2023.   
 

5) Residency and Exhibition at Crisp-Ellert Art Museum, San Augustine, FL. Fall 2023 
 

6) Revive, Curatorial Project in Conjunction with Tennessee Triannual, The Fine Art Gallery, Vanderbilt 
University, Nashville, TN. January – June 2023 
 

7) Polyvocality: Solidarity in the Time of Political Rupture, a virtual curated exhibition of contemporary 
Iranian ceramic artists from across the world from Iran to the United States. In Collaboration Between 
Artaxis and NCECA, Cincinnati, OH. January – March 2023  

 
8) Say Their Names, Performance in Response to the Uprising in Iran, NCECA Conference, Cincinnati, OH. 

March 16, 2023.  


