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Lin Morales is a transgender artist whose work seeks to deconstruct and
abolish social categories such as gender and sex. His work challenges the anti -
trans rhetoric of institutions and systems in the United States.

Through traditional mediums such as collages, zines, and murals, and

digitally via Procreate, he explores themes of intergenerational trauma,

cultural memory, and self. His art ultimately lies in storytelling and the
conversation between two seemingly contrasting identities.

A collaborative piece he completed with his peers at Vanderhbilt titled:
Everyone Bleeds is exhibiting in Vanderbilt's Studio Art Building in Nashville,
TN. In April of 2026, his work will be showcased in the Vanderbilt Art
Department's Annual Senior Show, where he will be a candidate for the
Margaret Stonewall Wooldridge Hamblet  Award.

Morales hopes to attend Divinity School and gain his Master of Theological
Studies (M.T.S) to further inform his artwork intellectually, as well as
intimately research the deconstruction of oppressive systems.




Statement

My artistic practice is based in my experience as a transgender man and my
research as a scholar of religion.

Throughout my hormone therapy (testosterone) journey, | have internally been in
dialogue with the self | presented prior to taking HRT, and the self | currently
present. The juxtaposition of these gender performances has led me to wrestle with
the idea of abolishing gender, while still actively participating in it. My work seeks
to explore this deconstruction of self and the broader concepts of gender and
(assigned) sex.

It was my research as a scholar of religion that led me to this internal debate. The
work of inspiring contemporary scholars such as Stephanie  Budwey, Adeana
McNicholl, Juan Floyd -Thomas, and Annalisa Azzoni has given me further insight
into how my work can challenge oppressive systems, concepts, and ideology.

Through the medium of zines, comics, and graphic novels, | hope to be able to tell
stories that provide an accessible way for the viewer to process the very same
research. My goal is for my work to challenge the viewer and encourage them to
deconstruct their own ideology surrounding gender, sex, and identity.
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Contemporary Artist Research

A Link to 10 formal analyses; Artists included:
1 Christian Marclay
1 Claudette Johnson
i Drake Carr
1 Kameelah Janan Rasheed
1 Kenturah Dauvis
i Lubaina Himid
1 Mame-Diarra Niang
1 Prasiit Sthapit
i Tala Madani
1 Wong Ping

10 Formal Analyses ARTS 3970 Lin
Morales.docx



https://vanderbilt365-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/lilianna_a_morales_vanderbilt_edu/IQBrhcOUWPvSRrhcLvlgQY54AQ5KEOeJqZ1RuHar_lr0zJY?e=W1xFHe
https://vanderbilt365-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/lilianna_a_morales_vanderbilt_edu/IQBrhcOUWPvSRrhcLvlgQY54AQ5KEOeJqZ1RuHar_lr0zJY?e=W1xFHe

ARTS 3970 Course Instructor: Raheleh Filsoofi Fall 2025

A Filsoofi is a collector of soil and sound,
an itinerant artist, community advocate
and feminist curator

A Themes: movement, immigration, and
social activism

A Mediums: clay and sound A multimedia
Installations and immersive
performances

A Major exhibitions: [Un]Grounded, Telfair
Museum, Savannah, GA (2025); Imagined
Boundaries, Gibbes Museum, Charleston,
SC (2023-2024); Onl¥ Sound Remains,
Sharjah Biennial 15, hlnklnlgI |
Historically in the Present, Sharjah, UAE
(2023)

A Awards: 2023 recipient of Joan Mitchell
Fe”OWShlp Award; 2022 winner of the (Un)Grounded , 2023-2025, Ceramic vessels, sound,

1858 Contemporary Southern Art Award,; . .
2021 Southern Prize TN State Fellowship Video, andwire

A Portfolio Link:


https://www.rahelehfilsoofi.com/archive

Visiting Artist: John Opera

AOperads research explor

conceptual dimensions of photography

A Focuses on materiality, abstraction, and
connection to natural phenomena

A Critically examines the medium by
challenging its inherent programmability and
pushing its boundaries through non -
traditional processes and customized tools

A Opera is program head of the Photography
area at the University of Buffalo, where he'is
an Associate Professor of Art

A Recent exhibitions (as of September 2025):
DOCUMENT (Lisbon), The Museum of _
Contemporary Photogrzli__phy g:hlcag(F)g, Paris
Photo%arls), June Art Fair (Basel), Rhode
Island Center for Photography (Providence),
Mrs. Galler?/ (New York), Carriage Trade (New
2(ng§) ,kl_Tlc))re and Campus for Contemporary Art

atski

A Portfolio Link: https://johnopera.com/work

Sept. 10-11, 2025

Solar Eye, gum bichromate process on stretched
canvas, 20.25in x 16.25in x 1in, 2025



https://johnopera.com/work

Visiting Artist: Sharon Louden

A Louden wears many hats: artist,
educator, advocate, consultant,
community builder, founder and
director for the Institute of Sustained
Creativity, and an editor.

AMediums: writing, paintings,
drawings, multimedia installations

AWork is held in public and private
collections: Whitney Museum,
National Gallery, Neuberger,
Arkansas Arts Center, Yale,
Weatherspoon, etc.

APortfolio Link:

Sept. 29-30, 2025

LIVING AND SUSTAINING A CREATIVE LIFE OVER 50

Last Artist Standing: Living and Sustaining a
Creative Life Over 50 , edited by Sharon Louden, 2025.



https://www.sharonlouden.com/bio

Visiting Artist/Faculty: Maria Magdalena Campos  -Pons Oct. 6, 2025

ACampos-Pons address history, memory,
gender, and religion, investigating the role
of each in identity formation

AMediums: photography, painting,
sculpture, film, video, and performance

AReligion, Revolution, stories of forgotten
people, sea as a repository memory and
site of identity

AHer exhibitions and achievements are way
too much to list here, click link below to
see more

APortfolio Link:
https://gallerywendinorris.com/artists/30 -
maria -magdalena -campos-pons/

Secrets of the Magnolia Tree, The Armory Show,
Javits Center, NY, NY, 2022.
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Visiting Artist: Tara Tamaribuchi

ATamaribuchi investigates human life
from a Buddhist and diasporic
perspective, with interests In
Impermanence and connecting the
past and present to new futures.

AShe connects Japanese American
Incarceration experiences to
Incarceration in the US today,
memorializing Gen -X rave club
culture, and questioning the norms
of colonial collections of material
culture

A Spatial installations, public art,
painting, social practice

APortfolio Link:

Nov. 5, 2025

Groove Bardos, University of Washington Jacob
Lawrence Gallery, 2024.



https://www.taratamaribuchi.com/

Assistantship Work

A NICE Fundraiser Gala, 9/18/25,
6:00 pm & 10:00 pm

A TN Maker's Fest, tabling for
Resonance of the Lands, 10/4/25,
9:20 am 6 1:00 pm

A Anselm Movie Night 11/14/25,
7:30 pm 0 9:30 pm

A Created WhatsApp group chat for
the class, created GroupMe chat
for just the seniors, took lecture
and event notes and shared with
my peers, created active
spreadsheet of class deadlines,
created physical calendars for the
class, brought in my own
decorations and materials for our
communal spaces, routinely
cleaned the communal spaces,
actively reminded my peers of
upcoming deadlines, coordinated
thank you card for visiting artists,
created poster for our class
exhibition: Bathrooms: Remarks
on the Porcelain Throne
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Bathrooms:
Remarks
on the
Porcelain
Throne

Senior Art Majors
Installation

Under the sponsorship
of Professor Raheleh Filsoofi

November 12, 2025
Reception @ 4:10-6:10 pm
E. Bronson Ingram Studio Art Building



Community -Engaged Projects

¥/
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Al run a student org on
campus that serves the
LGBTQ+ community 9 in
addition to putting on
events that serve as safe
spaces, we have fundraised
for the PCRF and Nashville
Launchpad e

ALambdads Sut herg
Cupcake Social d a safe '
space for incoming
freshman to meet their
fellow queer peers 6 8/27/25

[
=

AL a mb dBiBQs10/4/25

A Lambda's Rocky Horror V S .y -
Fundraiser 11/1/25 it % 7 P



Events A

Reflectio

*Events that are in other sectio
and so do visiting artist lectures




Vanderbilt Art Department Faculty
Exhibition Opening Reception 8/28/25

The faculty exhibition helped
me the most with thinking
about scale and the logistics of
installation.

List of faculty: Angus Galloway,
Simon Tatum, Jana Harper,
Patrick Deguira , Zach
Duensing, Taylor Raboin, Mark
Hosford, Tamara Reynolds,
Vesna Pavlovic, Maria
Magdalena Campos -Pons, Haein
Kang, Jerry Bedor Phillips, Alex
Sargent-Capps, John Warren,
Jonathan Rattner, Sarah
Dunham, Alex Blau, Danielle
Myers, Raheleh Filsoofi, Vadis
Turner




Frist Museum Visit: Fabric of a

Nation - 9/4/25 L NNLON LN NNDN)

A My favorite piece was >
from Carolyn L.
Mazloomi, Strange
Fruit Il , 2020

N7

r4‘: Yy

A How the exhibition
was curated really
stuck with me 0
walking from
Ma z | o oStnanges
Fruit Il directly to a
quilt celebrating a
confederate general
gave me whiplash
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Begonia Labs Exhibition:
Prefabricating Solidarity - 9/8/25

A Vesna accompanied us on = £ | 4
this visit, we looked
around at the exhibition
and then asked questions

A How do you actively
combat political apathy?

A Non-aligned visuality

A Invitation to question

Adtempting embc!
and dadsowhatéare
you tempting?

A It is important that we
work as collaborators, we
are each others' resources




Megan Grosseos Res
(Non) Conformity 0 9/10/25

A Themes: beauty standards, L
femininity, and gender — “ o

AMade me think of
symbol s of the ni
documentary titted Koran by |
Heart

A How do western beauty
standards influence other
cultures?




V UMA &ent & Paperbacks
Exhibition Overview + Visit 0 9/11/25

A Scent is everywhere; VUMA is
looking at unconventional objects
that represent scent in some
capacity

1 Exhibition to open February o May
2026

1 Exhibition is collaborative effort across
different classes

A Paperbacks is about the hidden
stories of European prints from
VUMAOGs <coll ecti on

1 Looking at design techniques and scale
1 Object labels

i How do we decide the exhibition
identity?




PechaKucha Night o 9/12/25

A It was great to see faculty give
their version of an oral
presentation

A Faculty who presented:
1 Raheleh Filsoofi
1 Jonathan Rattner
1 Vesna Pavlovic
1 Vadis Turner
1 Haein Kang
1 Angus Galloway
i Sarah Dunham
1 Jana Harper
1 Mark Hosford
1 Tamara Reynolds
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Poetry at Curb Center w/ artists
Lanecia & Ciona Rouse 0 9/22/25

A Maternal living memory - ‘. o
x-SRl G

b, 7agood

A Matrilineal line in the South

A Re-experiencing memories that are inherited

L [129]

A Sister collaboration 8 a visual artist and a poet .

Lanecia Rouse + Ciona Rouse

A Poetry exercises:

1 make as many different words as possible out of the
letters of your own name, write a poem using these
words

1 Maternal line activity, think about your mather, your
grandmother, your great grandmother g try to
Imagine their lives, take a step back with each
memory

1 What are tastes, sounds, and smells that come to
]Enlnd Q/r\]/_hen you think of your mother? Write a poem

rom this.

© by the day

A A poem | wrote during this workshop:

1 Your resentment built among the sounds of the road,
the hum of the car, and the roar of the engine. | hated
the silence as | sat in the front seat, begging you to
Ihoo_k at the ground that was covered in pieces of my

air.




Artville Art Crawl: Talk w/ Art Collector
Jeff Magi d + VI sit
Artist Showcase 0 9/27/25

A Jeff Magid talk was mainly
geared towards collectors, but
| got to ask him this question:
oCan you give advice
artists who want to make
their art more accessible and
want to connect the inner art
world to the gener al

9 Accessible language was
important to him, as well as

finding the right channels and
like -minded connections

Booker | Sandra Chandler

Hes el il | Georganna Greens
MNT‘ (Arashsn-oushlaru

Aderryods wor k wa sl
it was amazing, we got to
meet his peers and see his
studio



Sharon Louden Panel on Living and
sustaining a creative life over 50 0

9/30/25

A Hosted by Sharon Louden, this panel is in
conversation with artists: Raheleh Filsoofi,
Kimia Kline, and Mary Addison Hackett

A This panel was truly one of the best panels |
have ever attended, the conversation topics
were intriguing, and the panelists were
passionate about their own unique
perspectives 0 especially when it came to the
topic of transforming the South through
community-ma ki ng and how
here than in New York

A'l had a list of questions for this panel and
asked a few

I t O0s




No Straight Lines: the rise of queer
comics Documentary 0 10/2/25

AConceptually important to
understanding the history of zines and
the comic medium during the AIDS

Crisis
AFeatured artists:
{Alison Bechdel
{fJennifer Camper
f{Howard Cruse
fRupert Kinnard
fMary Wings




Prefabricating Solidarity panels @
Begonia Labs (EADJ) o 10/3/25

PREFABRICATING SOLIDARITY

A TranS - IMG  2R2FLJY | BETWERN YUGOSLAVIA, CURBA, AND ANGOLA
disciplinary
exhibition 9 PANEL DISCUSSIONS
creating FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2025,12:00 — 2:00,P.M.
coalitions in the BEGONIA LABS 2805 WEST END  AVE.

NASHVILLE TN, 37203

precarious south

NON-ALIGNED TRANSFERS
A Campos- Pons: 12:00-1:00 P.M.

FPARTICIPANT S CLAUDIA GASTROW, JELICA JOVANOVIC,

b S e e y O u r AND VLADIMIR KULIC

extended in NON-ALIGNED VISUALITIES
e acC h (@) t h e lﬁgc;g;g\g:nh\dfsem\ PAVLOVIC. FREDO  RIVERA,

AND MARTINO BTIERLI

A What makes us it e A e
forg et Our VANDERDILT.EOU/EADY
shared
experiences of

oppression? sy sy SN




Nashville Comics Art Festival 0

10/4/25 NCAF

A My goal is to someday NASHVILLE COMIC ARTS
FESTIVAL
showcase my work and sell
it at a comic arts festival
like this one!

Al bought a riso print and
some zines at this festival

A Nashville library gave me
great resources, | was also
able to connect with the
Vanderbilt Comics Club,
and one of my comics will
be featured in a student
published magazine,
Spitfire & f

; VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY
AGwa \_x‘ Jean and Alexander Heard Libratics




Rubri ¢c and Céunitlal @ n
10/17/25

A Rubric and Caitlin were AMAZING, was so fun to see a play with audience
interaction!




Vander bi |t R e-A-Thenw)O

10/23/25
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A Created this work at this event

d was drawing from the subconscious.




Political Theologies Conference 0o

10/25/25

A This event was very important to my
conceptual development

A | bought a book from this event (see

iImage to the right) and this is one of my

.\ BLACK TRESPASS

oHaving emerged t-hr (
possessing pretensions of eurochristian
colonialism and capitalism, whiteness is
best understood as a manifestation of the
aspiration to godlike transcendence and

favorite quotes from it:

power, a means of exercising near total
control over people and planet, of
controlling the world from beyond the
worl dés vulnerabi |l
god that people worship, whiteness is a
means by which those who inhabit and
possess it get to

= 4

ANDREW KRINKS

power f ul

POLITICAL a conversa .'.."( f:' ".
THEOLOGIES
|BETWEEN| & enipire
PERSECUTION & -
CRIMINALIZATION  I%&is

N \ -’ LT ¥

Candace Lukasik  SAT, OCTOBER 25
e e o e 300- 430 PM
“',‘,‘l;.‘ '-'.:..»;;_\ NCS OF 44 D
Oy EDGEHILL UNITED
A ssAd e e METHODIST CHURCH
Andrew Krinks .

VAT PRCOTATY, MACK TREIIALS 502 EDGE-RL AVE
PACIM CAPTALOM & THI MILCACCS NASHYWILE ™

PNCTIOMN OF MAS CRMaALITATEON

WYV PRESS 206 OFEN TO THE MUELC



Body Problems o Booktalk and
conversation with M. Wolff in celebration
of Intersex Awareness Day 0 10/29/25

IN CELEBRATION OF INTERSEX
AWARENESS DAY

A This event was great
for deconstructing
gender and sex 0
conceptually
Important for any
qgueer or trans artist
who is trying to
challenge these social

categories in their BO L)Y

work




2025 October 9- 12 Lin Morales

Artists that stood out to me

ART MAJOR

NYC TRIP



























































































