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CERAMIC ARTIST: KEIKO FUKAZAWA (1955 -)
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ÅSculptures that incorporate traditional Asian motifs and address cultural and social issues ƛ 

ex. globalization, consumerism, capitalism

ÅƠI want to share something as an immigrant artistơ, cultural hybridity

ÅMade in China ƛ 2016 exhibition -  based on residencies in Jingdezhen, the ƠPorcelain Capitalơ 

of China

Note: I resonate with 
Fukazawaƞs work in that 
ceramics has also offered me 
a space to explore my 
identity as a Chinese 
American with dual heritage 
moreso  than other media



CERAMIC OBJECT 1:
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ÅMuseum of Fine Arts Boston ƛ visited 2024 -12-09

ÅDeep bowl with four perforated knobs from China, Neolithic 

period, Machang  type, late 3 rd millenium B.C.

ÅEarthenware with stylized hands -and-arm design in black and 

brown pigment

ÅElements of design: wide, geometric lines, smooth texture, 

earthy colors, round form with an open lip

ÅPrinciples of design: contrast between the straight lines of the 

design and the roundness of the form, regular pattern of lines 

create harmony

ÅNote: This is perhaps the most perfect ceramic object I have 

seen in person. My family is from China, so I feel connected to 

the potter through time. The design is so elegant, playful, and 

human



CERAMIC OBJECT 2: 
EXPLORING FORM
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ÅAlso from Museum of Fine Arts in Boston

ÅHittite pottery, from Anatolia

ÅI donƞt have the artefact details for this work, 

but seems similar to pieces from Hittite Old 

Kingdom from 17 th-16th century BCE

ÅMy recreation: red earthenware, burgundy glaze

ÅNote: Difficult to throw this piece. This is attempt #2. 

Added wax resist design.



2026 -04 -22 CLASS PRESENTATIONS
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Hanssen Pigott (1935 -2013) 
studio pottery movement; 
Ơrestrainedơ functional pieces; rim, 
foot, profile

Peter Voulkos  (1924-2002) ƛ worked in iron 
foundry; education; sculptural, large pieces; 
Ơenergy made visibleơ (Pollock); ƠPicassoơ of 
ceramics in modern era; performative artist

Viola Frey (1933 -2004) ƛ handbuilding ; 
vibrant glazes, patina; large pieces that 
are cute, fired separately, and then put 
back together with visible seams



Kenneth Price ƛ usually not glazed; multiple 
layers of acrylic paint that were sanded down 
to reveal colors; biomorphic shapes; initially 
controversial for not using glaze

2026 -04 -22 CLASS PRESENTATIONS
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Ruth Duckworth ƛ porcelain 
Ơcommunicates both fragility and 
strengthơ; abstract forms; Modernist 
style; also worked with bronze; wall 
sculptures; Clouds over Lake 
Michigan

Hans Coper (1920) ƛ combine pottery and 
sculpture; architectural feel; worked with 
Lucie Rie; focused more on shape and 
form (vs. decoration/painting:; inspired by 
ancient pottery



2026 -04 -22 CLASS PRESENTATIONS
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Claire Curneen  ƛ sculptures; humanoid 
figures; pinch pot method starting from feet; 
also an educator

Shoji Hamada ƛ Mingei movement (folk art); 
functional stoneware; rarely signed his 
work; local sourcing; Ơborn, not madeơ; 
wabi-sabi concept; hand -turned kick wheel

Robert Arneson ƛ started as a cartoonist; ƠFunkơ movement; 
highly political, social practice artist; educator



2026 -03 -22 FRIST MUSEUM

ÅBeizar Aradini  (1991-) fiber -based art; uses traditional 

embroidery and weaving techniques to explore 

Kurdish cultural memory

ÅThe Resonance of the Land ƛ performance by 

Raheleh Filsoofi  and Reza Filsoofi  ƛ very beautiful, 

collaborative performance celebrating the diverse 

community in Nashville
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whispers in the warp, 2025

Note: I love the color palette 
that Aradini  uses with her 
reversible weavings: muted, 
earthy colors that complement 
the nostalgic feeling of her 
subject matter.



CLASS 
PROJECTS
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KURINUKI PROJECT

ÅToo small ƛ the first project of the year, and I forgot 

how much clay shrinks

ÅRed earthenware, muted gold glaze 

ÅI enjoyed this technique a lot as a way to reveal new 

textures in the clay
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HANDBUILDING

ÅI tried to create a form that would be difficult to 

create on the wheel

ÅFun experiment to cover the surface with various 

oxides, sand, dust
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RAKU + IKEBANA
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ÅRaku firing 2026 -02 -21 with ceramics II

ÅIkebana 2026 -04 -20 with Professor Shimizu

ÅTraditional Ikebana notes:

ÅMain branch should be 2x the depth of the vessel

ÅSecondary branch should be 2/3 the length of the 

main branch, place at 45 degrees

ÅChoose 2 -3 flowers, same color, ideally same type 

of flower

ÅCover the base with leaves; think about the back

ÅCut the flowers/stems in water, keep everything in 

water; Always use fresh flowers



EMPTY BOWL PROJECT

ÅRed earthenware, muted gold glaze

ÅAlso threw 3 porcelain bowls with Ceramics II on 

2026 -04 -27 ƛ nice clay to throw with, smooth, very 

different to the earthenware and stoneware
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DINNERWARE SET
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ÅPicture taken of the Tsukiji Honganji  Buddhist temple 

in Tokyo, Japan on 2026 -04 -07. The present 

structure was erected in 1934, and the architecture is 

influenced by temples in India.

ÅWhite stoneware, bamboo glaze ƛ jug, mug, bowl



DINNER PARTY

ÅServing bowl: red earthenware, white slip, 

clear glaze. 

ÅDesign inspired by textiles from Ilocos , 

Philippines

ÅDinner party on 2026 -04 -28 Tuesday, 

outside the ceramic studio ƛ very lovely!

ÅI brought chocolate chip cookies, but I 

forgot to take a picture of the bowl with 

the cookies
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LIDDED VESSELS
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ÅRed earthenware, shino glaze

ÅSmall fish casserole dish

ÅPig jar styled after Korean 

onggi  made for fermentation



EXPLORING GLAZES
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Emerald green glaze Bark opulence over 

muted gold

Pot: fish with teal 

underglaze

Plate: fish with iron red

White over 

emerald green
White over muted 

gold

Fish design from jaggerstudio  (etsy )



LEARNING PROCESS

5/2/2026 Spring 2026 Journal 18

ÅTrimming

ÅLoading and firing 

electric kiln with help!



STUDIO MANAGEMENT
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ÅHelped to clean the underglaze and glaze cabinets

ÅCleared shelf ƛ need to pick up the last remaining pieces!



EXTRA 
PROJECTS
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PERSONAL: BOWL
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Kosuke Ajiro, 
Helll, 2019

Artofmaquenda , 
Prince with a 
Thousand Enemies

Tokiyuki  Kaneko, Great Dancing 
Tiger, 2019

White stoneware, black slip, clear glaze
Note: I wanted to have a combination 
of red and white lines, but I wasnƞt sure 
how to do both ƛ wax resist? So I 
settled on only white lines



PERSONAL: BUTTER DISH + 
SUGAR JAR
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Ffion Collinsworth

Note: The colored slip and underglaze were very 
different before glaze firing with clear glaze. I had 
painted on green leaves and orange flowers (no 
pictures, sadly), but every turned yellow after glaze 
firing



TECHNIQUE: NEGATIVE 
AND POSITIVE SGRAFFITO
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ÅPositive sgraffito: 

ÅCormorant plate - design from morita  MiW

ÅLidded bird cup ƛ design seen in a store in Kyoto

ÅNegative sgraffito: 

ÅBeluga whales that I first saw in person at the 

Atlanta aquarium in 2022



PERSONAL: 
SMALL JAR
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ÅOriginal artwork Signature 

Series, Blue (2022) by Yool 

Kim

ÅQuote taken from TN ƠHuman 

Life Protection Actơ passed in 

2019 which made abortion a 

crime. 

ÅAn abortion can only be 

performed Ơto prevent the 

death of the pregnant woman 

or to prevent serious risk of 

substantial and irreversible 

impairment of a major bodily 

function of the pregnant 

woman.ơ



PERSONAL: HAVING FUN WITH MATISSE
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La Gerbe (ƠThe Sheafơ) (1953)

La Danse (Dance) (1910)

Red earthenware 
with pebble beach 
and white glaze 
plant pot

White stoneware 
with calico glaze 
lidded jar



PERSONAL: PAIRED BOWLS
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ÅInspired by Chinese 

paper cut designs

ÅWhite stoneware with 

purple slip and clear 

glaze


